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Few Trained Emergency Responders East of Calderon

For nearly a decade our neighborhood has successfully expanded the
ranks of our Community Emergency Response Team (CERT). There are
now 47 volunteer coordinators participating in the neighborhood pro-
gram. However, there is a troubling lack of volunteers east of Calderon,
as shown on the map. A pin marks the home address of each volunteer.

To address this, CERT Chairman Aaron Grossman urges residents to
contact him to become involved in the free CERT training offered by the
Office of Emergency Services with the Fire Department. Each class cycle
takes you through the basics of disaster preparedness, identifying and re-
ducing potential fire hazards, disaster medical operations, light search and
rescue operations, disaster psychology and team organization, and terror-
ism. This includes a hands-on field day of disaster simulation at the Fire
Department training facility. It's a lot of fun and a great way to make
some new friends and connect with your neighbors.

All new and current CERT volunteers are especially encouraged to at-
tend. These are the people who will provide neighborhood coordination
and communication if a disaster strikes. Anyone interested in joining
should contact CERT Chair Aaron Grossman (aagrossman@yahoo.com).
(continued on Page 2)
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Farewell from the Chair
By Ken Rosenberg

In 2003, I joined the Old
Mountain View Neighborhood
Association (OMVNA) Steering
Committee. I had just returned to
downtown after living elsewhere
for about a year and a half. My
wife and I were sad when we had
to leave the neighborhood, so we
made it a priority to move back as
soon as we were able.

But moving back was not
enough. I wanted to get involved
in the community that [ loved so
much. I quickly joined Leader-
ship Mountain View (LMV) -- an
outstanding organization with a
wonderful sense of purpose that I
documented in the July, 2006
newsletter. You can read that ar-
ticle in the archives at
www.omvna.org. I also joined
the OMVNA Steering Committee
as an “At-Large” member. Since
then, I have served as Vice Chair
of OMVNA, then Chair for the
past two years. In addition, I also
serve on the Board of Directors
for the Mountain View Chamber
of Commerce.

This article will mark my final
submission as Chair. I’'m not
leaving the group, however. In
fact, I am taking on a new and
exciting role. I will represent
OMVNA on the Downtown
(continued on Page 2)

The Old Mountain View Neighborhood Association consists of residents interested in preserving and improving the quality of life in our
neighborhood. Neighborhood boundaries are El Camino Real, Shoreline Boulevard, Evelyn Avenue, and Highways 85 and 237.
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Farewell (continued)
Committee, which advises the
City Council. I will report back
to OMVNA and you directly
through the Newsletter as well as
through OMVNAtalk, our online
discussion group.

I have written and spoken
many times about the virtues of
living where we do. Our homes
have appreciated in value; the
neighborhood is continuing its
renaissance through homeowner
improvement, new development,
and retail/restaurant rejuvenation.
Still, we’re not without our trou-
bles. But on balance, we live in a
desirable place that we can be
proud to call home.

I hope that you have enjoyed
my articles, my various editorials
and opinions that I’ve expressed
for the past two years. I have
tried to be as diplomatic as possi-
ble; ours is a neighborhood with
as many perspectives and ideas as
we have households! As | leave,
OMVNA is in wonderful shape.
We have more money in the bank
than ever before, we’ve held ex-
tremely well attended General
Meetings (most especially the
summer Ice Cream Social), and
there are more subscribers to
OMVNAtalk than at any time in
its history. I also hope that I have
inspired at least a few people to
go out and get involved in the
community. We live in a democ-
racy that requires participation.
Simply put, it just feels good to be
involved.

I will be succeeded in this po-
sition by Noam Livnat. Please
welcome him as the new Chair.
He is intelligent, deliberative, and
well spoken. OMVNA is in good
hands.
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Responders (continued)

There are five training cycles
scheduled for 2008. The dates of
these trainings are:

Cycle 1: Begins February 14,
2008, Thursday evenings from
6:30-9:30 p.m. Runs February
14, 21, 28, March 6 and Saturday,
March 8 from 1-4 p.m. Classes
take place at 1000 Villa Street.

Cycle 2: Begins April 12,
2008, Saturdays from 9 a.m.-4
p.m. Runs April 12, 19 and 26
from 1-4 p.m. This class will be
held at Fire Station #4, located at
229 North Whisman

Cycle 3: Begins May 20, 2008,
Tuesday evenings from 6:30-9:30
p.m. Runs May 20, 27, June 3, 10
and Saturday, June 14 from 1-4
p.m. Classes take place at 1000
Villa St.

Cycle 4: Begins September 24,
2008 Wednesday evenings from
6:30-9:30 p.m. Runs September
17, 24, October 1,8,15 and Satur-
day, October 18 from 1-4 p.m.
Classes take place at 1000 Villa,

Cycle 5: Begins November 1,
2008, Saturdays from 9 a.m.-4
p.m. Runs November 1, 8 and 15
from 1-4 p.m.

Class descriptions are avail-
able online at tinyurl.com/3y6aps.
Register with the Fire Department
online, by e-mail, or telephone.

Steering Committee Dates

Future meetings: Monday
Jan. 14 and Feb. 11 at 7:30 p.m.
at 580 Castro in the Chamber of
Commerce Board Room. Every-
one 1s welcome to attend! Agen-
das are sent to the OMVNAtalk e-
mail list a few days before each
meeting. To suggest a topic, send
e-mail to: chair@omvna.org
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Newspaper Delivery Elves

Help Make OMVNA Great
by Julie Lovins

The OMVNA Newsletter is a
critical part of what makes Old
Mountain View a great place to
live. Our advertisers provide the
revenue that pays for our events,
but our volunteer delivery people
are the ones who get it to your
door eight times a year.

Each year we pay tribute to
those who have helped get the
news to you. Hats off to our 2007
corps of volunteers: Jean An-
derson, Tori Atwell, Olivia
Bartlett, Brad and Kathy Bett-
man, Pat Bennett, Ronit Bry-
ant, June Casey, Joseph Cayot,
Kim Copher, Hugh Donagher,
Aimee Folden, Donnie Foster,
Peggy Goodman, Aaron
Grossman, Denise Healy, Bruce
Karney (delivering as well as ed-
iting), Shelly King, Robin
Kuborssy, Darion Lawson, Tim
Lee, Rose Lesslie, Noam Livnat,
Julie Lovins, Susie Mader, Kris-
ten McGuire-Husky, Gretchen
and Don McPhail, Jessica Mil-
lar, Tom Pare, Jennifer and
Russ Parman, Rita Pilkenton,
Karl Pingle, Kathleen Po-
drasky, Bea Pollert, Carol and
Allen Price, Jan Proceviat,
Carol Pursifull, Rhonda Rad-
cliff and Robert Mullenger, Ken
Rosenberg, Larry Rosenberg,
Brian Rountree, Jeff Segall,
Jamil Shaikh, Lydia Sherrill,
Maggie Sias, Monica Smith,
Sara Valentine, Charlie Weigle,
Lisa Windes, Lorraine Wor-
mald, Caroline McCormack
Yarwood, and Lauren Zurav-
leff.

If you’d like to become a de-
livery elf yourself, perhaps by
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starting as a substitute, please call
Julie Lovins at 964-0368.

Two Ways to Shut Off the

Gas After an Earthquake
By Kevin Carney

If last month’s earthquake had
been severe you might have
needed to shut off your gas.

Do you know how? Do you
have a gas valve wrench? What if
you're not home when the quake
hits?

A big earthquake hasn't hap-
pened here since 1989, but it will
happen sooner or later. You need
to do one of two things to ensure
your gas gets turned off.

Option 1

Get a gas valve wrench (it's a
long thin piece of metal with slots
in the end specifically sized for a
gas meter valve), a two foot sec-
tion of thin metal chain, and two
small keyrings. Ensure you know
how the gas valve wrench fits
onto your gas valve. Loop a piece
of chain through one of the slots
in the gas valve wrench and attach
two chain links together with a
key ring. Loop the other end of
the chain around a gas pipe above
your meter and attach two chain
links with the other key ring.
Now, years from now when the
wrench has fallen and is buried
under the dirt, you only need to
find the chain to find the wrench.

The image below is someone
using a gas valve wrench to shut
off their gas. However, they have
not yet chained it to the meter.
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Option 2

Install an earthquake-activated
gas shut-off valve (don't try this
yourself unless you know what
you're doing). With one of these
valves, the gas will shut off even
if you’re not there to do it your-
self. When your house shakes,
the gas shuts off. Some insurance
companies now require these
when you obtain a new home-
owner’s insurance policy.

As with many things, I do have
a favorite. It is the ASSI Safe-T-
Valve, which is pictured below. It
is not available at the big box
stores, but is available at many
specialty plumbing stores such as
Barron Park Supply Company in
Mountain View.

The Safe-T-Valve pictured
above works as follows. The
brass elbow part is a valve that
replaces the downstream elbow of
the gas meter. The grey plastic
part attaches to the side of your
house. If the gray box shakes, the
valve closes. Pushing the black
button also closes the valve. The
red lever opens the valve. It's all
mechanical and it works very
well.

Relighting Your Pilots

Of course, you should not turn
the gas back on after an earth-
quake unless you know where all
of your pilot lights are and can re-
light them. PG&E will come out
and do this for you if you call
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them. Naturally, unless you’re
very lucky it will take several
days after a big shaker for them to
get to your home. But the incon-
venience is small compared to the
risk of finding that your home —
and perhaps your neighbors’— has
burned down because of a leaking
gas line.

(Kevin Carney owns the local Mr.
Handyman franchise.)

Automated Shut-Offs

Provide Peace of Mind
By Brigitte Fleeman

I would love for every
OMVNA neighbor to learn about
this easy precaution. I’ve recently
had it installed on our home.

The cost is only about $230 for
the valve. I’m interested in
organizing a group purchase of
valves to get a discount, like
Bruce Karney did for solar
panels. Please let me know if you
are interested!

If anyone would like to learn
more about automated shut-offs
or see ours, please e-mail me:
dr.gitte@mac.com. We live at
515 Front Lane.

The OMVNA Newsletter is dis-
tributed to 1900 households and
175 downtown businesses by
dedicated volunteers. The opin-
ions expressed are not necessar-
ily those of the OMVNA Steer-
ing Committee.

Let us know what you think!

Editor: Bruce Karney

Phone: (6 - 9 PM only) 650 964-
3567

E-mail: editor@omvna.org
Mail: 833 Bush St., Mountain
View 94041
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Your Neighborhood
Mortgage Advisor

My name is Michael Galli and | want to
save you money on your home loan.
| can help you with your purchases,
refinances, construction loans and

much more.

Call to find our about our great rates!

Michael Galli

MORTGAGE ADVISOR
DIRECT: (650) 559-5566
MICHAELFORLOANS.COM

FIRST
E HORIZON.

HOME LOANS

I’'m proud to be with First Horizon, honored as:

- One of the Best - 100 Best Corporate

Banking Companies Citizens by
in the U.S. by Business Ethics
Forbes Magazine Magazine

- 100 Best
Companies to Work
For by Fortune
Magazine

- One of the highest
rated lenders by
J.D. Powers for
customer satisfaction

Considering Selling Your Home?
Not Sure Who To Turn To?

Mountain View - If you're going to
sell your Downtown Mountain View
property in the next 6-12 months,
what you do now to prepare for the
sale could make a difference of tens
of thousands of dollars. Now you can
get your FREE "Over the Phone’
evaluation of your home's value and

tips on how to prepare your home for
sale.

Find out how to get a FREE list of
homes for sale and sold in Down-
town Mountain View in the last 12
months - so you have a good idea of
what's been selling in your neighbor-
hood.

Find a Trusted Local Market Expert Who:

L
e Owns Multiple Downtown
Mountain View Properties

Dave Keefe

Lives in Downtown Mountain View e

Call me at 650-847-8326 to work with

Downtown Mountain View's
#1 Selling Agent

2005 Keller Williams — Silicon Valley
“Realtor of The Year"

Understands the Unique Factors
That Affect Your Home's Value

e |s Downtown Mountain View's #1

Selling Agent

www. keefetcam com

Downtown Mountain View’s #1 Sdling Agent 1/1/05-Present* Units & Dollar Volume Closed

"REII

Data Area 207 Stabas 5 Sold Class 1,23 9

g¢ Date 17105+, Veritied Prscr to Fublscation
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The Critter Column

Turkey Vultures
By Jack Perkins

Turkey Vultures (Cathartes
aura) don’t nest in our neighbor-
hood but they fly over it all the
time. Circling and circling their
spread wings look like a “V”.

TURKEY VULTURE

You probably think they are
looking for carrion like most vul-
tures do, but no, they don’t find
their rotting carcasses with their
eyes, they find carrion by the
smell. They have incredible
smelling faculties. Their schnoz
is like a super-computer. They
can smell dead stuff miles and
miles away.

Their wingspan can be as
much as six feet, yet they weigh
only four to six pounds. Itis
called the “Turkey” vulture be-
cause its feathers and bald head
resemble those of the North
American wild turkey.

There are lots of migrating wa-
terfowl that die along the Bay;
Turkey Vultures find them to be
quite appetizing.

They do migrate and some of
the ones we see circling overhead
are heading to far off places, no
doubt dreaming of deer carcasses
by the roadside.

(continued on Page 7)
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Energy Action

The Most Essential Energy

Action is Political Action
By Bruce Karney

During the last year and a half
I have spent a lot of time learning
about energy and sharing what
I’ve learned. I’ve investigated
how we consume it, where it
comes from, how much pollution
comes with it, how much it costs
now and how much it is likely to
cost in the future. I’ve met doz-
ens of people who have reduced
the amount of energy they con-
sume, sometimes drastically so.

I’ve also met hundreds of peo-
ple who care enough about the
environment to invest their own
money in products that shrink
their carbon footprint, invest-
ments ranging from $5 for a pack
of compact fluorescent lamps to
$20,000 for solar panels.

I have no doubt that over the
next 20 years the developed coun-
tries will become far “greener”
than most of us can even imagine.
But the speed of this transforma-
tion concerns me deeply. Imagine
you’re driving on a road at 30
mph and realize that a cement
truck is barreling toward your
back bumper at 60 mph. If you
accelerate quickly enough, you’ll
avoid a collision. But if you ac-
celerate timidly, you’ll be injured
or killed. You will have run out
of time to avoid the truck, and
that is the primary challenge that
the planet faces; we are simply
running out of time.

Because I believe that the
speed of our transformation to a
sustainable energy society will be
controlled by political factors, not
technological or economic ones, |
believe that political action to
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achieve a sensible energy policy
is something we should all engage
n.

Local Experiments Everywhere

I’m encouraged by the many
experiments being tried in cities
around the country. The best of
these will show how rapidly we
can change our society into one
that doesn’t spew out more CO,
than the planet can absorb. The
great thing about having so many
experiments running simultane-
ously is that we will rapidly find
out which approaches work and
which do not. Berkeley and Santa
Barbara are two cities that have
developed very ambitious plans
and programs.

In November of 2006, Ber-
keley voters had a chance to vote
on Measure G. Measure G asked
voters to endorse ambitious goals
for steep cuts in greenhouse gas
emissions. Specifically, the meas-
ure called for the mayor to work
with city residents to develop a
10-year plan for cutting climate-
altering emissions and set an ul-
timate target of an 80% emissions
reduction by 2050. Measure G
received 82% approval, giving the
City Council a clear mandate to
propose truly meaningful meas-
ures to reduce greenhouse gasses.
In the last year Berkeley has done
just that.

Other experiments are taking
place in cities that are as far to the
political right as Berkeley is to the
left. In Lemoore in the San
Joaquin Valley, the city is giving
grants of as much as $5000 to
residents who buy solar panels.

Even at the city level, initia-
tives like these can raise the hack-
les of powerful business interests.
Office parks located far from
transit that offer free parking lock
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employees into commuting by
car, and this is made worse when
the number of new jobs exceeds
the amount of new housing.

As I write this article it ap-
pears that the 2007 Energy Bill
being hammered out in Congress
will continue tax breaks for oil
companies and not extend tax
breaks for renewable energy that
are slated to expire at the end of
2008. This is hardly the result
one would have expected from a
Congress controlled by Democ-
rats. The power of donations
from oil, gas, and coal companies
has yet to be broken

Encouraging Our Leaders

I urge you to exhort your
elected officials constantly to be
bolder when it comes to reducing
greenhouse gasses. Energy con-
servation needs to become “the
new normal.” Make it clear that
your campaign contributions will
be contingent on true environ-
mental leadership, not lip service.

Even a Third Grader Can Do It
My favorite local story of po-
litical action is about a class of
third graders in Foster City. They
became concerned that their town,
which has an average elevation of
five feet, would be endangered by
the rising sea levels. They asked
the City Council why residents
who wanted to install solar panels
to cut their carbon footprint were
being charged a hefty permit fee.
The Council not only eliminated
the fee, it also reduced the speed
limit on all streets in town to 35
mph or less, which makes it legal
for lightweight electric vehicles to
drive on any street in Foster City.
Our city is now seeking mem-
bers for its Sustainability Task
Force — please consider joining!
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We Sell every home Forjust

[
SANTE

0 Patricia LaFleur
Twenty Five Years in

Old Mountain View.

Plus up to 3% commission

to cooperating buyer’s broker Asante Real Estate

298 South Sunnyvale Ave,
- ; . Sunnyvale, CA 94084
I:U" : CI‘VICC at a |:a|r FI’ICC (650) 994-8774

And we rebate up to 2% cash back to buyers!

www.RealAsante.com

TOM & LAURA

Your Old Mountain View neighbors,

Your trusted advisors,

Your real estate professionals

Llaura Llewis, MBA Tom Matula
%  Realtor™ Mortgage Consultant
ﬁ(&‘fﬁs Keller Williams Realty . FEES  \Wells Fargo Home Morigage
CERETET 650.454.8569 650.691.1323
laural@kw.com fom.matula@wellsfargo.com

You're invited fo our free real estate seminar af the Wells Fargo Castro Street branch! Call for schedule. [E =
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Give the Gifts of Sight and

Hearing for the Holidays
by Hugh Donagher

As the holiday season ap-
proaches, many of us are busy
clearing space for all our holiday
decorations and festivities. If you
find old eyeglasses or hearing
aids, ask yourself if you’ve
needed them in the past year. If
not, the chances are you won’t
ever need them again.

You may not need them, but
you know what? Someone out
there in the world will be able to
see things or hear things they
cannot see or hear today if you
donate those old eyeglasses and
hearing aids to the Mountain
View Lions Club. Lions have
been collecting used eyeglasses
for decades and used hearing aids
for years. We send them to a
number of different programs,
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where they are cleaned, polished
and graded (and refurbished in the
case of hearing aids) and then sent
to economically distressed areas
and matched with people who
would not otherwise be able to
afford to see or hear better.

Please, drop them off in a Li-
ons Eyeglass Collection box. It’s
okay to drop hearing aids in with
the glasses. There’s a collection
box at the Mountain View Cham-
ber of Commerce. Most of the
opticians along Castro Street, or
anywhere, really, will have a box
or know how to get those glasses
to us. Hearing aids are also col-
lected at the Costco Hearing Aid
Center in Sunnyvale.

Old Mountain View residents
may also call upon your neigh-
bors, Lions Hugh Donagher and
Brian Rountree. We’ll come and
pick them up! You can reach us
at home at 967-4541.

DIAMONDS
OF PALO ALTO|

Since 1988

Visit our Showroom and Take

Advantage of our Many Services:
<2Engagement and Bridal Jewelry

<=L oose Diamonds

<=Colored Gemstones

<=Custom Handmade Jewelry <=Jewelry
<=Jewelry Repair <=Jewelry Appraisal <=Watch Repair

<=Master Goldsmith and Gemologists on site
“We want to be your Jeweler for Life!”

261 Hamilton Ave., Suite 320

Palo Alto, CA 94301
‘1 650-322-1200 Hrs: Mon-Sat 10-6p.m.
www.diamondsofpaloalto.com
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Turkey Vulture (continued)

If you are lucky to see one
close up you will observe them to
be elegant, highly maneuverable
fliers and they are very clean
looking too. Their heads are bald
(and red) because if you made
your living by sticking your head
into rotted carcasses, you
wouldn’t want your feathers to
get gummed up by the rotted flesh
either.

They are considered quite in-
telligent. Years ago I had a pet
Turkey Vulture named Carri. She
always knew which pocket I had
her dead rat in and we’d let her
scavenge the turkey carcass at
Thanksgiving. She was a great
vulture but we let her out every
night and she got run over.

FIRE WORKS

i

Paint Your Own Ceramics
Fun For All Ages

Unique Gifts
personalized by You

Walk-In Studio
during business hours

Parties by Appointment
Family Owned and Operated

483 Hope Street
Mountain View
650-961-7796

207% off with this Ad
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When you think LOOKING FOR A REAL ESTATE AGENT?
Real Estate P PERIENCE
think Kim.
1. Honesty
2. Integrity

3. Professionalism

LESSTUER
6350.917.7995 HISMCE DERPENDASILITY
650.917.4361

email: nstuhr@cbnorcal.com
web: www.nancystuhr.com

kim.copher@cbnorcal.com

www.justcallkim.com

tEl e

Serving the Real Estate needs of
Old Mountain View for over two decades.

Call Chuck & Ton loegualifg Real Estate

Service \uu{;’f’n rely on. . .
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